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contradictory, as such a world cannot be conceived as
complete in itself); or that, if it be referred to a
cause beyond itself, such a cause is altogether cut off
from it, and therefore cannot explain it. But
Aristotle's own view does not seem to do what he
claims for it: for it does not explain how the con-
ception of the purely ideal self-determination of that
divine Being, who lives a life of pure contemplation,
can escape from the same censure which he applies to
the Platonic theory; in other words, how such pure
thought, directed only upon itself, can become a
determination of anything else than itself. -And his ,
doctrine that it moves the world 'as loved by it,'
seems to show at once that he feels the difficulty,
and that he can only solve it by an ignoratio elencki.
Like many subsequent writers, he seeks to bind the
world to G-od without binding God to the world;
nor does he make any use even of the pregnant hint
of Plato, that God is good, and that goodness must
seek to communicate itself.

At the same time, we must acknowledge that the
metaphor of the army and the general contains a
suggestion which gives us some help in dealing with
the difficulty raised by Aristotle himself, when he says
that God cannot think anything lower than or
different from himself, and therefore, it would seem
to follow, cannot think the finite world, which is
full of 'change and contingency. He can think it,